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Technical writing is a specialized, structured way of writing, where infor-
mation is presented in a format and manner that best suits the cognitive
and psychological needs of the readers, so they can respond to a doc-
ument as its author intended and achieve the purpose related to that
document. Thus, it is writing formatted and shaped to make reading as
simple, poignant, unequivocal, and enjoyable as possible.?
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e Type of expository writing (or sometimes persuasive writing) most often used to

convey information (or to convince others) for technical or business purposes?

e Writing to communicate specific information, as a description of a computer

operation or directions for operating a videocassette recorder®

e Composing text for the purpose of conveying specific information about a par-

ticular subject, craft, or occupation (e.g. creating computer manuals)4

e Technical writing is communication, the primary aim of which is to convey
a particular piece of information to a particular reader or group of readers
for a particular purpose. It is exposition essentially about scientific subjects
and various technical subjects associated with sciences. Stated another way,
technical writing is “translating technical ideas into words a specific audience

will understand.”’
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We’ll explain later how all of this is done—and some restrictions on what
you can do when recordings are being made—but first, we’ll look at the
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